Methodist City Centre Network

Notes on the Meeting held in Blackpool – March 2005

Blackpool Presentation
Questions and Answers
Geoff Reid: Agreements for partnership schemes with shopping centres.
Stuart:  Will get copies of the agreement to those who want it.
Gordon Etheridge: What happens if the Casinos come?
Stuart: Rescue plan for when it happens, already putting into place an action plan to cope with the problems a super casino would bring
Gill: What is a Faith Officer?
Stuart: Employed by the council to challenge and interact with faith groups.  This is law and so all councils will be looking into faith officers for their councils.
Discussions
Peter Willis and Phil Mason will be meeting the Chairs in the coming year to raise awareness of the MCCN role as well as talk to them about the 5 year reviews that Synods are responsible for.
 Erica Dunmow 
 Report on Urban missions – chaired by Baroness Richardson
                        Website has interesting points – www.culf.org
 Paul Ingram
 Re-sourcing mission CD £2 from MPH good CD lots of information and resources links with “Shaping the Future” document www.mph.org.uk 
Fresh Expressions DVD £13 Wesley Owen, Fresh Expression website www.freshexpressions.org.uk 
A Strong City: church buildings and faith regeneration - conference in London – May 16th 10am till 4pm – cost £25
For more information contact: anne.williams@matthewlloyd.co.uk 
Beyond word and stone DVD £10 – new ideas of church – www.mph.org.uk 
Geoff Reid 
 Continuing his work on the MCCN document – he will be visiting churches around the network to get stories – if you would like to contribute stories then please contact him.
Membership
Phil Mason circulated a paper on the need for a membership fee for the MCCN.
 Its points were: 
· Connexional funding being cut back 

· Network to become self financing 

· Funding for: admin costs / website / production of material / training / expenses / subsidise conference 

· Suggested figure of £50 per annum 

· Commitment to network 

 It group said yes to the suggestion and the exec will put together the final package and it will be out later this year.
Training and Stationing
Peter Willis is trying to arrange a time to meet Ken Howcroft to discuss the situation of training and stationing and some of the issues that the MCCN is concerned with in this area.
Conference is 12th – 14th of March 2007
Please let David know if you are coming ASAP at david@lifeatthecentre.com cost is £90 and I could do with £15 deposit ASAP as well
Standing Orders
Churches to projects – this issue was raised only a day before we meet and Paul Ingram, Phil Mason, Geoff Reid, Ken Tait and Peter Willis were aware of the situation
The meeting decided to let this group comment on behalf of the Network as a response had to be in very quickly as the Orders were going to conference this year.
Next meeting
19th October 2006 at Nottingham
 Day to include aides training for review as part of it
 More info to follow but please put this date in your diary now
Other useful information
Street Pastors is an inter-denominational Church response to urban problems, ... Street Pastors takes practical hope to the pavement for these individuals. ...
www.streetpastors.org.uk
 
 
