Urban Theology Unit

MA (Urban Theology)

In January 2006, a new strand of our very successful MA in Theology & religious Studies degree course starts at UTU - the MA (Urban Theology).  The degree has been designed to assist ministers and church workers in inner city, sub-urban and other urban contexts by providing insights of contemporary thinking on urban issues, and constructive theological perspectives.

Key elements to the degree are the recognition of the many contemporary urban contexts within which Christian theology is being refined and reformed, newly discovered insights within Biblical sources of faith-life, affirmation of the actual experience of present-day disciples and communities within urban situations, and understanding of ways in which Christian traditions and insights make contributions  to   public issues, discussions, and policies on urban questions.

The six specialist modules will be taught in four-day blocks on a rolling programme over two years.  Students may take modules at any time and combine them with modules on our existing MA course. Modules include:

URBAN THEOLOGY : 

An introduction to the history and development of urban theology,   with reference to contemporary political, social, multi-cultural and multi-faith contexts.

THE URBAN CONTEXT IN CONTEMPORARY BRITAIN :

Students will study specific issues, including social deprivation and cultural diversity, arising from the British urban context.

THE BIBLE AND THE CITY : 
This  modules  studies a variety of Biblical texts and traditions to gain insight into contemporary urban situations.

THEOLOGY AND LOCAL COMMUNITIES : 

Students will examine alternative hermeneutical approaches to the analysis of local communities and contexts.

A Placement Module and an urban-focused Negotiated Study are also available and the Dissertation will reflect the urban nature of the course.  A minimum of half the module credits must be taken in the urban strand.  Other modules can be taken at partner institutions in Sheffield and York.

In addition, students are required to complete a double-module dissertation project.

The cost per module is £185 (£100 attender only fee).   
More details can be obtained from Debbie Herring or Janet Ayres at:
Urban Theology Unit, 210 Abbeyfield Road, Sheffield, S4 7AZ

office@utusheffield.fsnet.co.uk
tel: 0114 243 5342

